


Commissioners Malone, Shepherd, and Wyse,

Thank you for your dedication to Benton County and for reading this testimony. Attached is a
community testimony letter written in response to requests from busy citizens who want to submit
testimony to tell you that they oppose LU-24-027, the application to expand Coffin Butte Landfill.

Although only 5 community members have been collecting signatures for three short weeks, the
response has been exceptional with over 550 signatures to date, with 536 of them submitted here! This
is a movement that reflects community-wide sentiment. One that is the not the result of a text or email
campaign by a PR firm, but from requests from community members for such a letter. One powered by
citizens talking with other concerned citizens right here in cur own community. In short, this truly is a
grassroots effort costing only the ink and paper of the signature sheets and our precious time and
energy.

The community is speaking out to you with serious concerns about what a landfill expansion means to
us, to our, our children’s, and ¢.. grandchildren’s lives. These 536 signatures represent 536 people who
are concerned about a plethora of issues including air pollution caused by landfitl gas with its methane,
odors, PFAS, VOCs, and other components, the landfill’s contribution to climate damage due to its
methane releases and the carbon dioxide generated by immense numbers of trash trucks driving long
distances, leachate’s water pollution risk due to its PFAS, heavy metals, solvents, and other known and
unknown contaminants, fire risk exacerbated by the methane in tandfill gas, trash truck traffic and the
litter often seen flying from them, the noise generated by the landfill operations and its trash trucks
coming and going, and the visual blight of the landfill. They worry about how these issues affect public
health and the health of area wildlife. All of these issues decrease our desirability as a recreation and
agritourism destination and decrease property values. These are significant burdens on our community
and infrastructure, and the community wants you to know this.

These 536 signatures represent a sliver of the number of people who oppose the expansion. We will
continue to help people voice their opposition by collecting signatures and will submit all of those
signatures as testimony prior to the start of the hearings. The people want, and need, to be heard!

Respectfully,

S Lt

Pam Castie
On behalf of VNEQS



LU-24-027 opposition sign-on letter - community collected signotures

Honorable Commissioners Wyse, Matone and Shepherd,

We who have signed below all strongly oppose any expansion of the Coffin Butte landfill and
urge you to uphold your Planning Commission’s unanimous denial of LU-24-027, Republic
Services' application to expand the Coffin Butte Landfill. The Planning Commission carefuily
considered all evidence provided by the applicant, as well as considerable testimony, and
concluded unanimously that the application did not meet the required Burden of Proof.

The proposed expansion will seriously interfere with the character of the surrounding area and
impose an undue burden on public resources, in viotation of Benton County Code 53.215 (1)
and (2). The applicant does not adequately address major concerns about:

¢ Uncontrolled landfill gas ieaks containing methane and PFAS that threaten local and
global ecosystems and community health

« Masslve quantities of leachate trucked offsite containing PFAS and other toxic industrial
chemicals that end up in our waterways and generate PFAS-laden biosolids which are
spread on land

¢ Potential catastrophic fire danger from ignition sources inside and outside the landfill
(after-hours/unmonitored hot loads, equipment fires) (windblown wildfire embers,
lightning strikes) catching uncontrolled methane leaks on fire

« Undue burden on local fire department health and safety (to fight landfill fires) and
community (to monitor and report fires after hours — even on red flag days)

« Traffic Increases that pose safety risks on nearby highways, roads and bike paths

» Odor and noise issues that degrade quality of life for residents and visitors alike

s Ltter on roadsides, farmers fields, pastures and other private property

« Negative impacts on wildlife, recreation, and property values

« Long-term climate and environmental consequences for future generations

The proposed expansion also does not align with 8enton County’s 2040 Thriving Communities
Initiative core values. The existing landfill already undermines our shared goals for responsible
environmental stewardship, prioritizing public health, and sustainable waste management; an
expanded landfill would not change this metric.

We believe Benton County should invest in protecting its reputation for agritourism, outdoor
recreation, clean air and water, high tech and higher education, not expand a landfill that is a
already a huge visual blight, perpetuates pollution and places a long-term burden on local
communities!

Please reject LU-24-027. Thank you for your consideration and for protecting the health and
future of Benton County.

Sincerely,

(names, addresses and signatures begin on page 2 of this document)
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